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Message from the Artistic Director

From late night musings and far-from-home dreams in 2002 to potluck
gatherings of new friends in 2003, a grand vision was articulated: to organize
a true Folk Festival that celebrated Grassroots Community Culture in as
genuine, unique and purposeful a way as possible.

Hearts ablaze, fervent work began in 2004 throughout the woods, fields,
homes, and stores of Northumberland in preparation for our first festival, and what a
weekend it was, the birth of an event that strives to present the best we all have to offer each
other in the simplest and sincerest of ways. We haven't expanded at all since; rather, the dream
has deepened, allowing us to present even more of the ideas that were part of those first
kitchen table conversations.

In a festival setting, ‘Artistic Direction’ generally refers to the presentation of music and the
authoring of an ethos, but there is a greater art being directed here: the art of community. In
that effort we are all artistic directors investing time and meaning in more than just an event,
but a wonderful gathering, and more than just a festival, but an experience.

It was truly a thrill to launch year one, it is an honour to welcome you to year five, and it is
equally exciting to consider the many years and artistic adventures ahead.

Yours in conversation,

Aengus Finnan

Message from the Chair

Welcome to the Shelter Valley Folk Festival.

In 2004, SVFF was just an idea that belonged to a few people. In 2008, the
idea has grown and SVFF has developed a reputation locally, as well as in
the greater festival community, as an organization that stands for equity,
compassion and a deep commitment to making everyone feel as if they belong.

SVFF was an idea whose time had come, and has grown with the effort, spirit and
commitment of many. My life and those around me have been enriched, and this is a message
heard over and over again. Last year I saw a familiar volunteer arrive on the festival site and
as he looked around he declared, “I'm in heaven!”

Many people have shared our vision and deserve thanks for their contributions to the Festival.
First, we thank the Henkel family who welcome us to transform their farm into the festival
site for the weekend. Our deep thanks go out to our hundreds of volunteers, including the
Board and Operating Committee members, all of whom are dedicated to making things
happen. Likewise, our artists, contributors and food vendors deserve many thanks for their
enrichment in the Festival Village.

The final word of thanks goes to you, our audience, who come from far and wide and show
your faith in us year after year. Thanks for coming and for being a part of the magic!

With appreciation,

Andrew Buntin



Vision

Grassroots ® Community ® Culture

Mission
The Shelter Valley Folk Festival organization celebrates music, juried art,
wellness, sustainable living and harvest food in Northumberland County through

our annual Labour Day weekend family festival, our Artists in the Schools pro-
gram, and our community concert series.

Values

The Shelter Valley Folk Festival...
e Commits to accountable and prudent use of all resources
e Promotes individuality and inclusivity
e Encourages a sense community
¢ Enriches the cultural life of Northumberland County
o Offers respectful treatment of artists, staff, volunteers and audience
e Selects participants on the basis of being genuine, creative and unique
e Celebrates the work of national and regional performing artists
e Showcases local artists, artisans, wellness practitioners and food vendors
e Promotes conservation by educating participants on alternative living modes
¢ Includes like-minded local donors, patrons, partners and volunteers

Objectives

The objectives of the Shelter Valley Folk Festival as a federal charity are:

1) To produce a performing arts festival for the purpose of educating and advanc-
ing the public's understanding and appreciation of performing arts and to edu-
cate artists through participation in the festival and related workshops.

2) To educate and increase the public’s understanding and appreciation of the arts
by providing performances of an artistic nature in public places, senior citizens
homes, churches, community centres and educational institutions and by pro-
viding seminars on topics relating to such performances.

3) To provide instructional seminars on topics related to the performing and
visual arts.

Federal Charity # 80142 0142 RR0001



A Folkie’s Guide to the
Shelter Valley Folk Festival

Audience Seating

The front-of-stage seating area is for blankets and low-back chairs. Please keep high-back
chairs toward the back. Dance! but at the audience perimeter so you don't spoil the view
for others. Move out of earshot for conversations with long-lost friends, and please mute
cell phones and pagers. There is no smoking in the concert seating areas. “Pinch and
Pocket” butts - containers available at the Info Booth.

Information Booth/Lost and Found/Lost Parents

Located next to the main entrance, the Info Booth is where you can post messages or
community info, sign up for our mailing list and drop off your festival survey. You can
also buy raffle tickets and food ‘scrip” at the Info Booth. We are happy to accept your
charitable donations here as well. There is no public telephone on site. In case of
emergency, come to the Info Booth. We encourage you to register your children with
our Lost Parents volunteers. Registration consists of cross-referencing numbers on
children’s and parents’/guardians” wristbands. Identification is simple. If a child and
adult become separated, our Security crew is notified and a volunteer will take the lost
child to the Lost Parents tent. The child’s wristband number will be announced from
each stage.

First Aid
Staffed by St. John Ambulance volunteers, our
First Aid tent is located next to the Info Booth.

Festival Market

If you like what you hear this weekend, support
our performers by taking their music home with
you. CDs, Festival T-shirts, hats and hoodies are
available at the tent just inside the main
entrance. Raffle tickets are available here as well.

Money for Mouth-watering Harvest Food

Festival ‘scrip’ for purchasing food and coffee is available in the Village and at the Info
Booth. Festival scrip is non-refundable so buy just what you need or save your extra for
next year.

Banking

We take VISA, MasterCard, and personal cheques (with ID) at the Ticket Booth, Festival
Market and at the Harvest Food Scrip tent. The nearest ATM is at the Grafton
Convenience store on Hwy 2, three kilometres from the site.

Shelter Valley Folk Festival Raffle

We thank our performers and artists for their generous donations. Tickets can be
purchased at the Info Booth, Festival Market and Harvest Food Scrip tent. Draw date:
September 1. Please support the Festival by purchasing tickets. Tickets are five dollars each
or three for ten dollars.



The Living Archive

The Living Archive is the Festival's evolving, collective ‘memory bank’ We invite you to
share stories, pictures and video of your Festival experience for the enjoyment of the
community. Your contributions will enrich our brochures, posters, photo albums, slide
shows, web galleries and video presentations. This helps us grow our audience,
encourage more volunteers, attract new donors and share our success and community
with the world.

Please drop by the Living Archive tent to tell your story, share your digital photos, browse
through the artifacts of our young but vibrant history, and learn about the growth and
future of the Shelter Valley Folk Festival.

Recycling and Composting Stations

Help us minimize the waste created at the Festival. Please pick up after yourself and visit
our Recycling and Composting stations. Ask the volunteer attendant to help you sort.
Please recycle this program.

Portapotties
Please be kind to the next in line. Close the lid and gently shut the doors. Stop by the
Info Booth if you find a portapottie in need of tidying.

For Campers — Please follow these guidelines

¢ Only people with camping wristbands are allowed in
the campsites after 11 pm.

o Be respectful of your fellow campers - no radios
Or excess noise.

¢ No music after 11 pm in Quiet Camping.

e Campfires are restricted to the common fire pits.

e Take your washing-up back to your campsite and
dispose of grey water away from camping areas.

¢ Help keep waste to a minimum and use our Recycling and Composting Stations.

o After hours assistance - security is located at the Main Gate and Camping check-in.

Curious about Volunteering at Shelter Valley?
Wondering how we go from field to festival?
Meet the Volunteer Coordinator at the Info Booth
(Sunday at 2pm) for a brief behind-the-scenes tour and Q & A.

The Shelter Valley Folk Festival is not responsible for any injury, loss, or damage, however caused. Dogs are not
allowed on the festival site, including camping areas. Guide dogs permitted. No sound or video recording
permitted. Ticket holders acknowledge the right of the Festival organization to use any photo, footage, or recording
of their likeness/voices, without written release or compensation, in and for future Festival materials.

A note about the evening: darkness falls quickly in late summer. Please have a plan to meet with your children
and bring them with you to the evening concerts.

The Ernesto Clause: The Festival is a “rain or shine” event. Presenter has the right to cancel the event due to
natural disaster or unsafe weather conditions. In such instances, best efforts will be made to relocate or reschedule.
Line-up subject to change without notice. Sorry, no refunds.



PERFORMERS

2 | The Arrogant Worms

M You might as well start your sit-ups now to condition those
abdominal muscles because you'll need them for the laughing
that ensues when this certifiable trio is unleashed.

Bob Snider

& | If the shoes of a man tell his story, then polish is just a disguise

and who needs disguises. Bob is straight up, sincere, and so
revealing that there is no room for affectation. Would we could
all just say it like it is as simply.

Brian MacMillan

Get on the groove train bound for happiness and hold on
‘cause here comes the sweetest and smoothest songwriter of
them all. The last tear this fellow shed was at birth so
the melancholy should consider themselves forewarned.

Dala
Shelia and Amanda would disarm nations with their har-
monies and sincerity if nations could handle it. Their
| intent is clear, their music smart, and their style simply
w2 charming. Welcome back Dala.

Danny Michel

Put him in a box if you wish, but what's the point? He'll only
fill it with songs and step out. Danny writes for none other than
the curious muses that coax him into strange corners and ask
.| him to write and sing for them.

Darlene e Sunday Emcee

She is the music she plays and the songs she sings. Few artists
live the life the title implies with the grace and
conviction the role deserves. Darlene is one who might nod and
blush equally at the thought of it. Her very nature is art.

I Don Ross

There are mountains and there are gurus, and in the world of
finger-style guitar Don Ross has a cave at the top of the mount-
ian. We're honoured that he's tunneled down to Shelter Valley
to share what he has heard in the wind.





